Best of Show

Sidelines

From van Gogh's, Matisse’s and Hem-
ingway’s pockets to yours: a venerable se-

ries of note and sketchbooks returns to in-
spire the 2ist century. The classic black
pocket-sized journal. Moleskine. toted
about kurope by artists and intellectuals
for two centuries— but out of production
tor several decades—has been repro-
duced and reissued by an Italian manu.
facturer and is now available in the U.S. as
part of the fabulous offerings from Kikker-
land Design Inc. in New York City.
These tasteful little books come in pocket
(3%2"x514") and large (5"x8") formats, all
of them bound with the trademark black
covers and containing a variety of acid-
free papers (lined, blank, graph). Each
notebook comes with a woven bookmark,
elastic closure and an expandable inner
envelope made of cardboard and cloth.
Address books, Japanese accordion al-
bums, memo-pockets and diaries round
out the selection. The new Touch Diaries
present the classic papers in textured
bindings —subtly trendy. The mere sight
of these notcbooks gets the creative
juices—verbal or visual —flowing.

Some of the coolest desk and office ac-
cessories also come from Kikkerland. At-
tractive and amusing desk Iamps, clocks,
small vases, photo frames, noteholders,
pens, calculators, CD holders and clever-
ly compact games are but a few potential
distractions from the tasks at hand. The
unofficial prize for most endearing time
waster goes to Kikkerland's series of small
metal windup toys designed by Chico Bi-
calho. Vaguely insect-like, these critters
wobble and climb over desk and tabletop
clutter with endlessly entertaining ease.
An absolute must for anyone under dead-
line. Call (212) 678-2250, fax (212) 678
6206, www kikkerland.com.
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by Cynthia Clark

A trio of sideline winners
deemed the best of this
year's BEA trade show
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