See the World One Drawing at a Time

Moleskine® to Create Custom Notebook for 2010 Urban Sketchers Symposium

New York, NY - Moleskine, the legendary notebook of artists and thinkers, will participate in the
first annual International Sketching Symposium, where over 200 international sketchers and
illustrators, members of the collective blog urbansketchers.org, meet up for the first time. Taking
place July 29-31, 2010 in Portland, OR, Moleskine celebrates the meeting by providing a custom
edition large-size Japanese notebook. The notebook includes an Urban Sketchers logo embossed
on the cover of the book, a custom paperband with Urban Sketchers imagery and logo, and a
custom insert with messaging from Urban Sketchers.

Sketches from left to right : USK correspondent Stuart Kerr, USK correspondent Tia Boon Sim, Flickr user Max Gooding

The partnership between Moleskine and Urban Sketchers (USK) is meant to engage symposium
attendees while fostering creativity and personal expression - qualities that both Urban Sketchers
and Moleskine embody and promote. The notebooks will be distributed to attendees at the
symposium to be used for sketching, gifted to presenters and supporters of the symposium, and
presented to USK VIPs and sponsors.

Moleskine's progressive and artistic point of view focuses on creating
a connection between the artist of the past and those embracing the
future; great avant garde artists of the past century used their black
notebooks because they needed a durable platform to create freely
whenever inspiration struck, much like the symposium'’s attendees. In
an era of digital photography and portable communication devices,
Moleskine's partnership with Urban Sketchers brings together the
analog with the digital, stressing the importance of immortalizing
thoughts and memaories on paper while enabling the artists to share

their creations using a digital platform.
Sketch by Urban Sketchers correspondent Tommy Kane
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Since making its debut in November 2008, the Urban Sketchers group blog
(www.urbansketchers.com) has drawn more than 2 million visits and established a network of
hundreds of members in more than fifty countries. Readers of the blog can travel vicariously
through the thousands of drawings posted by invited correspondents; a sister group on Flickr
(www.flickr.com) has attracted more than 3,000 members, with over 30,000 uploaded sketches.
The images can be browsed according to theme, city, or by using a map that is hosted through the
Flickr site. Urban Sketchers correspondents hail from cities such as Sdo Paulo, Naples, Tokyo,
Jakarta and Oslo, and many of the artists who contribute to the community are recognized
illustrators, architects, and art directors; for example, Tommy Kane, Luis Ruiz, and Simo Capecchi ..

The three-day symposium, hosted in conjunction :
with Pacific Northwest College of Art (PNCA), I "hes ‘
will feature a blend of lectures, panels, and : =

exhibits, as well as practical sketching sessions
around the Portland area led by a team of
international presenters with backgrounds in art
education, architecture, illustration and
journalism. Portland is home to a growing
community of artists and creative thinkers, as
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