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Just what the heck is a Moleskine, anyway?

Wannabe writers, rejoice. The
ultimate "look at me, I'm a
writer!" status symbol is now
available at your local Barnes
& Noble. That's right... Simply
sit down at your favorite
coffee house with a piping
hot cappuccino (it must be in

a ceramic mug, not one of
those environment-destroying paper cups with the 10% post-
consumer recycled thermal sleeves) and whip out your
Moleskine, and you will soon find yourself in the enviable
position of having to fight off throngs of crazed women-folk. But
what the heck is a Moleskine, you ask, and what is this
mysterious power it possesses? Both excellent questions, my
friends.

A Moleskine (pronounced mol-a-skeen'-a, but if you actually
pronounce it that way in America, you're likely to get the tar
beaten out of you by a true red-blooded American male, and
rightfully so) is a notebook. But it's not just any notebook. It's a
special notebook: one which possesses the miraculous ability to
attract the ladies. According to the official Moleskine website, it
is "the legendary notebook of Hemingway, Picasso, and
Chatwin."

All pretentiousness aside, it is a high quality notebook (and
sketchbook) available in various sizes and formats. It is available
in both pocket and large sizes, and with plain, lined, and graph
style pages. Its most identifiable features are the oilskin covers,
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ribbon marker, and elastic band (to hold it closed). It is also
highly prized for its ability to lay totally flat when opened up,
something very few notebooks these days are able to claim.
They do seem to have developed something of a crazed cult
following, and how much of this is related to the ingenious
marketing campaign developed by Italian manufacturer Moda e
Moda is up for debate.

Regardless of which long deceased writers and painters may or
may not have used some iteration of this notebook, there are a
handful of still living celebrities who give this little notebook
their stamp of approval, including comic fanboy favorite Neil
Gaiman (check out his post for Sunday, September 23, 2001).

There is a certain mystique to this handy little notebook. It won't
make you a better writer, but it does have a certain inspirational
quality to it. Just having one open in front of me makes me want
to start writing. Sometimes | start writing and quickly regret
having done so. But every once in a while, when the mood and
the inspiration hits me just right, | end up with something worth
keeping. Occasionally, it's even worth sharing.

For the record, | carry one of the pocket sized lined Moleskines
with me just about everywhere | go. Most, if not all, of my blog
musings (both here and on my personal blog) have had their
origins in one of these notebooks. Because inspiration rarely
hits me when I'm sitting on my butt in front of my computer. It
usually strikes when (and where) | least expect it.

Plus the chicks dig it.
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